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SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER (2020–21)
English – Language and Literature

Class-X (Rationalised Syllabus)

Time allowed: 3 Hours Maximum Marks: 80

General Instructions:
 1. This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
 2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these instructions 

very carefully and follow them. 
 3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

 Part A (40 marks)
 READING (20 marks)
 1. Read the passage given below.

 1. Weight gain is a universal problem in the modern world. The reason for this is not difficult 
to find – a sedentary lifestyle, dependence on machines and appliances that make life 
easier, junk food and quick-fix meals. To address this problem, people nowadays have many 
options to choose from – different kinds of diets, exercises, and even surgical procedures, 
such as lipoplasty. Young people in urban areas love to go to the gym. Many of them head 
for office or their place of work after a morning workout at the gym. All this is good. 
However, it is quite often the case that many also drop out as they find the rigour of gym 
exercises difficult to sustain. After the initial enthusiasm, they feel exhausted and give up. 
Enter Zumba. This new exercise combines a lot of fun and creativity with excellent full-
body workout. In a 60-minute session, Zumba can help person to shed as much as 500 
calories. Apart from improving one’s stamina and flexibility, Zumba also stimulates the 
brain, lowers stress levels, and improves one’s sense of well-being.

 2. Zumba originated as a kind of cardio based on the Latin dance form. However, it is not 
limited to Latin dance moves. Zumba instructors fuse Zumba dance with freestyle, hip-hop, 
contemporary, samba, reggaeton, cumbia, soca, flamenco, salsa, mambo, cha-cha, tango, 
and even Bollywood. Imagine dancing your way to fitness and health! What better way 
can there be to weight loss?

 3. The dance moves employed in Zumba are simple and easy to pick up. They target every 
part of the body. The catchy songs and beats make people overcome their shyness and 
dance with no inhibitions whatsoever. As the Zumba is done in a group, the motivation is 
always high. Seeing other people work out – rather dance out – with energy and abandon, 
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and stretching the limits of their bodies, is inspiring. Moreover, dancing releases ‘feel good’ 
hormones, such as endorphins, that alleviate the mood and keeps negative thoughts at bay.

 4. Zumba also incorporates bodyweight training. Therefore, one does cardio as well 
as muscle-building. There are nine types of Zumba classes, for different ages and 
requirements. In fact, some Zumba classes are specifically aimed at elderly people, to 
help them regain strength, improve posture, and socialize with other people of their 
age. It is often seen that people continue going for Zumba classes even after they have 
achieved the desired weight loss. This shows that people love the Zumba routine. It is 
more than an exercise – it is fun time, dance time, and a time to let down your hair 
and ENJOY!

  On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the 
twelve that follow. (1 × 10 = 10)

 i. Weight gain has become a problem in the modern world because of
 a. a sedentary lifestyle. b. junk food and quick-fix meals.
 c. Options i. and ii. d. Only Option i.
 ii. Lipoplasty is a/an 
 a. kind of diet. b. appliance. 
 c. surgical procedure to reduce fat. d. kind of exercise.
 iii. Young people in urban areas often stop going to the gym because
 a. they have no time.
 b. the rigour of gym exercises is difficult to sustain. 
 c. they become bored.
 d. they like doing Zumba better.
 iv. Zumba has its origins in
 a. Latin dance forms. b. gym workouts. 
 c. Bollywood song and dance. d. contemporary hip-hop.
 v. Which statement is incorrect about Zumba?
 a. Zumba is a kind of cardio exercise.
 b. It uses catchy music and songs.
 c. Zumba releases more endorphins than any other exercise.
 d. Zumba targets every part of the body.
 vi. How do we know that people love Zumba?
 a. More and more people are joining Zumba classes.
 b. People love the catchy music and songs in a Zumba routine.
 c. Even senior citizens join Zumba classes.
 d. People continue going for Zumba classes even after they have lost weight.
 vii. In Paragraph 1, ‘sedentary lifestyle’ refers to a lifestyle that is
 a. relaxed. b. active.
 c. characterized by inactivity. d. non-migratory.
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 viii. In Paragraph 3, the word ‘fuse’ means
 a. scatter. b. separate.
 c. add. d. combine.
 ix. The word ‘inhibition’ in the passage means
 a. shyness. b. reluctance.
 c. prohibition. d. ban.
 x. In Paragraph 3, the opposite of the word ‘alleviate’ would be
 a. lessen. b. depress.
 c. elevate. d. improve.
 xi. To ‘socialize’ means to
 a. place under government ownership.
 b. form social groups.
 c. make friends and take part in social activities.
 d. interact with people of one’s own age.
 xii. In Paragraph 1, the phrase ‘head for’ means
 a. attack someone.
 b. turn the head in a certain direction.
 c. travel.
 d. go to.

 2. Read the passage given below.

  Most cities in India face water shortage problems. According to some reports,  
182 cities require urgent attention with regards to water and wastewater management.

  It is estimated that 35% of water is lost every day in leakages in cities. The effective 
water supply after this loss is only 125 litres/day per capita. This is considerably lower 
than the demand of 210 litres/day per capita. The following graph shows the water 
demand in some major Indian cities in MLD (million litres per day).
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 · Delhi has the highest domestic water demand followed by Mumbai.
 · These two metros have more than 50% of Indian cities’ demand.
 · The demand in urbanized cities are much higher than any other city.
 · More the urbanization, higher the consumption.

QUICK FACTS

  Wastewater management is becoming a major challenge in cities. Population growth and 
urbanisation has put cities under unprecedented pressure. Development of infrastructure 
and government regulations have not been able to keep pace with this. The other major 
concern is groundwater exploitation. Many towns and cities still depend on hand pumps 
for their water supply which depletes the water table.

A woman pumping water from a community pump

  The way forward – Integrated Urban Water Management (IUWM)
  The IUWM approach is a completely new way of looking at urban water management. 

It encourages cities to align their socio-economic planning to a ‘hydrological’ context, 
without losing sight of their developmental priorities. It is based on the following key 
concepts: 

  Participation of public, private and social sectors in urban areas in activities that are 
water related. The participation is needed to reach a common understanding of the 
challenges to water management and identify a common vision.

 	 Considering the whole urban water cycle as one system. This covers various actions, 
such as: 

 • matching water quality with the purpose of use
 • using natural systems for water and wastewater treatment
 • considering storm water/rainwater as a potential source of water
 • preventing leakage 
 • strengthening urban water systems that often face acute shortage of water or floods 
 • managing the urban demand and use of water
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  Regarding wastewater as a resource. Grey water (used water) can be reused for domestic 
purposes, urban agriculture and industrial processes.

  Optimum infrastructure design. This implies the selection of correct technology for 
water supply, wastewater treatment and sanitation. The selection is based on factors 
such as water quality, economic condition of households, size of population, and 
availability of skilled manpower, land and institutions. 

  The IUWM is a holistic approach that links urban water management with overall 
urban planning. If the government wishes to adopt IUWM, it has to adjust some of its 
policies and regulations, and consider decentralising its activities. It has to also train its 
technical and managerial staff and be open to sharing information with the public.

  On the basis of your understanding of the passage, attempt ANY TEN questions from the 
twelve that follow. (1 × 10 = 10)

 i. More than a third of the water in cities is lost due to
 a. overuse.  b. leakage. 
 c. lack of wastewater management. d. pollution in the water.
 ii. Which city consumes the highest amount of water?
 a. Mumbai   b. Kolkata 
 c. Delhi  d. Hyderabad 
 iii. Which city has the highest water demand for domestic purposes?
 a. Bengaluru  b. Pune 
 c. Chennai  d. Delhi 
 iv. Name two cities which constitute more than 50% of the water demand of all Indian 

cities put together.
 a. Jaipur and Kanpur b. Mumbai and Delhi
 c. Surat and Lucknow d. Bengaluru and Chennai
 v. Wastewater management is becoming a major challenge in cities because of
 a. population growth. b. lack of infrastructure.
 c. lack of government regulations. d. groundwater exploitation.
 vi. Mention one reason for the decreasing water table in urban areas.
 a. Rapid development of infrastructure b. Use of wells
 c. Use of hand pumps d. Population growth
 vii. IUWM approach is a holistic way of looking at urban water management because it
 a. ensures the participation of public, private and social sectors in urban water 

management.
 b. supports the use of grey water.
 c. aligns urban water management with urban planning.
 d. control population growth.
 viii. By ‘hydrological context’ is meant
 a. the context of hydroelectric power.
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 b. the scientific study of water.
 c. the correct technology for water supply, wastewater treatment and sanitation.
 d. a perspective that recognizes issues related to water.
 ix. Through the participation of public, private and social sectors
 a. all problems relating to urban water management can be solved.
 b. a common vision for urban water management can be achieved.
 c. socio-economic planning can be linked to solving water problems.
 d. a holistic approach to urban water management can be achieved.
 x. Grey water can be reused for
 a. domestic work. b. agriculture.
 c. drinking purposes after purification. d. infrastructural processes.
 xi. Identify the option that is not a factor for the selection of correct technology for water 

management.
 a. Water quality b. Economic condition of households
 c. Availability of skilled manpower  d. Availability of clean water
 xii. To adopt the IUWM, the government has to decentralise its activities. This means that 

the government has to 
 a. give the local people responsibility to carry out all the activities.
 b. make itself a central authority for all activities.
 c. distribute the responsibility of carrying out activities among other people, 

departments and organizations.
 d. increase the number of its activities.

 LITERATURE (10 marks)

	 3.	 Read	 the	 extracts	 given	 below	 and	 attempt	ANY	ONE,	 by	 answering	 the	 questions	 that	
follow.  (5 × 1)

 [A] I was not born with a hunger to be free. I was born free — free in every way that I 
could know. Free to run in the fields near my mother’s hut, free to swim in the clear 
stream that ran through my village, free to roast mealies under the stars and ride the 
broad backs of slow-moving bulls. As long as I obeyed my father and abided by the 
customs of my tribe, I was not troubled by the laws of man or God. It was only when 
I began to learn that my boyhood freedom was an illusion, when I discovered as a 
young man that my freedom had already been taken from me, that I began to hunger 
for it.

 i. “I was not born with a hunger to be free. I was born free.” What fundamental human 
condition does Mandela seek to point out in this line?

 a. No one wishes to be free right from their birth. The wish to be free comes as one 
grows older.

 b. The wish to be free is like hunger, which gradually abates as one leaves boyhood.
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 c. Everyone is born free. No one is born in bondage.
 d. We are free only till we reach adulthood. Thereafter, we realize that our freedom is 

an illusion.
 ii. Mandela roasted mealies under the stars. Choose the option that speaks of a similar 

method of cooking.
 a. Mila stirred a handful of almonds in a dry pan over medium heat.
 b. Mila let the potatoes cook in a vessel half-filled with water.
 c. Mila blanched the tomatoes to make a puree.
 d. Mila stir-fried the vegetables for dinner.
 iii. An illusion cannot be a/an
 a. enchantment. b. delusion.
 c. mirage. d. profusion.
 iv. Which of these words do not fall in the same category as ‘stream’?
 a. River b. Brook
 c. Deluge d. Creek
 v. When Mandela came to know that his freedom had already been taken from him, how 

could he have felt?
 a. Disenchanted b. Bitter
 c. Outraged  d. Miserable

Or

 [B] A deep silence met the reading of this letter. Miss Mason took off her glasses, blew 
on them and wiped them on her soft white handkerchief. Then she put them on 
again and looked at the class. When she spoke her voice was very low. 

  “I am sure that none of the boys and girls in Room Thirteen would purposely and 
deliberately hurt anyone’s feelings because his or her name happened to be a long, 
unfamiliar one. I prefer to think that what was said was said in thoughtlessness. I 
know that all of you feel the way I do, that this is a very unfortunate thing to have 
happened — unfortunate and sad, both. And I want you all to think about it.”

 i. A deep silence met the reading of this letter. This suggests that
 a. the students were embarrassed.
 b. the students felt sorry for Wanda and Jake.
 c. the students were afraid of a reprisal from Miss Mason.
 d. the students were not much interested in the contents of the letter.
 ii. “I am sure that none of the boys and girls … deliberately hurt anyone’s feelings.” Miss 

Mason says this because
 a. she does not want to scold the children.
 b. she is kind and trusting.
 c. she does not want to accuse anyone of being cruel.
 d. rather than reprimand the children, she wants them to realize their mistake and feel 

remorse.
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 iii. The word closest in meaning to ‘thoughtlessness’ as used in the extract would be
 a. recklessness. b. inconsideration.
 c. tactlessness. d. impulsiveness.
 iv. Which of these words does ‘unfamiliar’ not correspond to?
 a. unaccustomed b. unprecedented
 c. unacquainted d. unused
 v. The extract uses the phrase ‘took off ’. Which of the following expressions is incorrect 

with respect to the word ‘took’?

1. on extra staff 2. up the matter

took 3. off on the runaway6. in a stray dog

4. after his father5. back my word

 a. 1. b. 2.
 c. 3. d. 4.
 e. 5. f. 6.

	 4.	 Read	 the	 extracts	 given	 below	 and	 attempt	ANY	ONE,	 by	 answering	 the	 questions	 that	
follow. (5 × 1) 

 [A] Don’t eat that chocolate, Amanda!  
Remember your acne, Amanda!  
Will you please look at me when I’m speaking to you,  
Amanda! 

  (I am Rapunzel, I have not a care; 
life in a tower is tranquil and rare;  
I’ll certainly never let down my bright hair!) 

  Stop that sulking at once, Amanda!  
You’re always so moody, Amanda!  
Anyone would think that I nagged at you,  
Amanda!

 i. According to this extract, Amanda is not
 a. imaginative. b. preoccupied.
 c. alert. d. difficult.
 ii. The parent is clearly  at Amanda’s lack of response.
 a. exasperated b. aggravated
 c. disturbed d. bewildered
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 iii. Amanda imagines herself as Rapunzel. This shows that Amanda
 a. wishes to live in a tower.
 b. wishes to be alone and not disturbed by the world outside.
 c. is extremely imaginative.
 d. is fond of fairy tales.
 iv. Which of the following statements is not true about Amanda?
 a. Amanda prefers solitude to company.
 b. Amanda is a dreamer.
 c. Amanda does not like being told what to do.
 d. Amanda loves her bright hair.
 v. To escape the constant ‘nagging’ of her parent, Amanda 
 a. constructs fairy-tale-like locales in her mind.
 b. wishes she was Rapunzel.
 c. transports herself into imaginary realms.
 d. wishes she was an orphan.

Or
 [B] He stalks in his vivid stripes  

The few steps of his cage,  
On pads of velvet quiet,  
In his quiet rage. 

  He should be lurking in shadow,  
Sliding through long grass  
Near the water hole  
Where plump deer pass.

 i. The feet of the tiger are being compared to 
 a. stalks. b. few steps.
 c. pads of velvet. d. vivid stripes.
 ii. The tiger walks round his cage in ‘quiet rage’. This suggests that the tiger 
 a. is unable to express his rage.
 b. knows the futility of expressing his rage as he is caged.
 c. does not usually roar in a zoo.
 d. is a ferocious animal.
 iii. Regarding the extract, which of the following statements is not correct?
 a. The tiger has suppressed anger.
 b. He is a good predator.
 c. He preys on animals when they come to drink water.
 d. The deer is his favourite food.
 iv. Which of these options uses the word ‘stalk’ as it is used in the extract?
 a. My friend lodged a police complaint as she felt she was being stalked.
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 b. The new stalks were bright green and smelled lemony.
 c. The lioness stalked a herd of zebra.
 d. The general stalked into the war room.
 v. What is the caged tiger not likely to think?
 a. I wish I could have a plump deer to eat.
 b. It is nice that I don’t have to hunt for food here; I am served food.
 c. I am not an object on display for the humans.
 d. I wish I could smell the fresh sweet scent of grass again.

 GRAMMAR (10 marks)

	 5.	 Choose	 the	 correct	 options	 to	 fill	 in	 the	 blanks	 to	 complete	 the	 note	 about	 stubble	
burning in Punjab.  (3 × 1)

  Stubble burning in Punjab – i – as the main contributor to smog in Delhi. The air-
quality levels in Delhi – ii – and lead to disruption in air and road travel due to poor 
visibility. The Supreme Court – iii – incentives to small and medium farmers to curb 
stubble burning as well as subsidies to purchase crop-residue management machines. 

 i.  a. had long been cited
 b. is long cited
 c. has long been cited
 d. has been long cited
 ii.  a. in winter exacerbate respiratory problems
 b. over winter exacerbates respiratory problems
 c. in winter will exacerbate respiratory problems
 d. in winter will be exacerbating respiratory problems
 iii.  a. had direct governments to give
 b. has directed governments to give
 c. had directed governments into giving
 d. had directed governments to gave

	 6.	 Choose	the	correct	options	to	fill	 in	the	blanks	to	complete	the	narration	of	the	conversation	
below.       (3 × 1)

  Teacher: Sudhir, why are you fidgeting in your chair? Sit properly. 
  Sudhir: Ma’am, I think there are wood bugs in my chair.
  Teacher: Oh! Change your chair then. Take one from the back row. 
  Sudhir: But Ma’am, I think that chair is also infested with bugs. Can I just go home – 

my legs are itching badly.
  Teacher: No need dear. You can go to the warden’s room and change your shorts for 

trousers.  

  The teacher saw Sudhir fidgeting in his chair. When she asked him to sit properly, 
Sudhir replied – i – in his chair. The teacher asked him to change his chair and take 
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one from the back row. Sudhir said that – ii – with bugs. He asked if he could just 
go home as his legs were itching badly. The teacher understood his ploy. She said that 
there was no need to go home. Instead, – iii – and change into a pair of trousers that 
would cover his legs fully.  

 i.  a. that there was wood bugs
 b. that there were wood bugs
 c. that there are wood bugs
 d. that there had been wood bugs
 ii.  a. the other chair too were infested
 b. the other chair too had been infested
 c. the other chair too was infested
 d. the other chair too is infested
 iii.  a. he shall go to the warden’s room
 b. he can go to the warden’s room
 c. he will go to the warden’s room
 d. he could go to the warden’s room

	 7.	 Fill	 in	 the	 blanks	 by	 choosing	 the	 correct	 options	 for	 ANY	 FOUR	of	 the	 six	 sentences	 given	
below.  (4 × 1)

 i. We  follow traffic rules.
 a. must b. should
 c. could d. may
 ii. A baker’s dozen  actually thirteen. 
 a. are b. were
 c. is d. has been
 iii. The number of children in the audience 
 a. is few. b. are few.
 c. are little. d. is much.
 iv. By this time next year, I  from college.
 a. will have graduated b. will be graduating
 c. will graduate d. would graduate
 v. Why don’t you ask her? She can give you  sound advice.
 a. many b. a plenty of
 c. a d. some
 vi. Neither Ram nor his friends  football.
 a. plays b. play
 c. is playing d. was playing
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 Part B (40 marks)
	 WRITING	 (2	 ×	 5	 =	 10	marks)	

	 8.	 Attempt	ANY	ONE	 of	 the	 following	 in	 100–120	words.	 (5	marks)

 [A] You are Sanjana/Sanjay, a resident of an enclave in Patel Nagar, Ahmedabad. Over the 
last few months, hawkers have encroached upon the lanes leading to the main road, 
causing a lot of traffic congestion. It has become difficult for pedestrians to walk safely. 
The hawkers’ cries and honking of vehicles create a din that has spoiled the peace and 
quiet of the place. 

  Write a letter to the SHO of Patel Nagar police station, drawing attention to this 
menace. Explain how the residents are inconvenienced by the congestion, noise and 
littering, and request immediate intervention and action.  

Or
 [B] You are Priya/Priyank from Chhatarpur, New Delhi. You recently purchased a wardrobe 

from Global Modular Furniture. The metal parts such as handles, clasps and hinges are 
rusted. Write a letter to the company’s customer care department, placing a complaint 
about the poor quality of the wardrobe and asking for a replacement.

9.	 Attempt	ANY	ONE	 of	 the	 following	 in	 100–120	words.	 	 (5	marks)

 [A] Observe the line graph below. It shows the number of absentees in Classes 8, 9 and 10 
in the first six months of the academic year. The school was open only half the month 
in May and July and closed in June for summer vacations. Summarise the information 
and write an analytical paragraph.
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Or
 [B] Study the following two maps. They show the development that has taken place on 

DDA (Delhi Development Authority) land over 20 years. Write about the changes 
that you see in a paragraph.        
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 LITERATURE (30 marks)

	10.	 Answer	ANY	 TWO	questions	 in	 20–30	words	 each,	 from	 [A]	 and	 [B]	 respectively.		 (2	×	4	=	8)	

 [A] (any two)  (2 × 2 = 4)
 i. What had made the historic day of the inauguration of the new South African nation 

possible?
 ii. Upon landing, the author says that he was not sorry to walk away from the old 

Dakota. Why do you think he says so?
 iii. According to the Buddha, how can one be free from sorrow?
 [B] (any two)  (2 × 2 = 4)
 i. Describe Mrs Pumphrey’s reaction when she heard that Tricki was convalescing.
 ii. In the morning, Anil gives Hari fifty rupees and says that he will be paid a salary 

from then on. Why do you think Anil says this? 
 iii. Why was Mrs Hall convinced that Griffin’s room was haunted by spirits?

	11.	 Answer	ANY	TWO	questions	 in	40–50	words	each,	 from	[A]	and	[B]	respectively.	 (3	×	4	=	12)

 [A] (any two)  (3 × 2 = 6)
 i. Wanda’s hundred dresses were really in the closet of her imagination. Explain this 

statement.
 ii. Was Custard really a coward, or was he a ‘realio, trulio’ dragon?
 iii. What ideas of religion and society does the poet satirize in the poem ‘Animals’?
 [B] (any two) (3 × 2 = 6)
 i. What mystery has puzzled scientists for a long time? How did Ebright come by the 

theory that can explain the mystery?
 ii. ‘How singular is life, and how full of changes!’ Matilda thinks. Show the truth of this 

statement in light of what happens to Matilda.
 iii. The narrator describes himself as a country boy who is sick of the city. Do you think 

that is why the narrator quickly trusted Bill, the hack driver, and got fooled?
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	12.	 Answer	ANY	ONE	 of	 the	 following	 in	 100–120	words.	 (5	 ×	 1)

 [A] At the end of the play, Chubukov hurries Lomov and Natalya to kiss and accept each 
other. Imagine Lomov and Natalya are still angry at each other and stubbornly refuse to 
reach a compromise. Chubukov fears that they may never marry.

  Write a dialogue where Chubukov persuades both to drop their differences and marry 
each other. Chubukov shrewdly addresses the personal concerns that Lomov and 
Natalya have for wanting to marry. Your dialogue should reflect this.

Or
 [B] How does Mr Keesing change from being an old fogey to being a person who likes 

cracking jokes? 

	13.	 Answer	ANY	ONE	 of	 the	 following	 in	 100–120	words.	 (5	 ×	 1)

 [A] Reading the book The Travels of Monarch X was a turning point in Ebright’s life. 
Discuss.

Or
 [B] Griffin is a brilliant scientist who discovers a way to make the human body invisible. In 

the natural course of events, Griffin would have been honoured and applauded. But he 
is not. Rather, he lives a difficult life like a fugitive. Why?
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